STONE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ECCLESHALL  DIVISION. 


2oth  March,  1903. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  notice  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Eccleshall  District  for  the  year  1902. 

The  Tables  of  sickness  and  mortality  supplied  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  enclosed  with  this  report.  In  Table  I.,  I 
have  made  a  revised  estimate  of  the  populations  in  the  years  inter¬ 
mediate  between  1891  and  1901  as  suggested  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  re-calculated  the  birth-rates  and  death-rates 
upon  the  populations  as  thus  revised.  In  estimating  the  population 
up  to  the  middle  of  1902,  after  adding  the  number  of  births,  in 
addition  to  the  number  of  deaths  I  have  deducted  40,  the  average 
number  of  persons  who  migrated  out  of  the  district  every  year 
according  to  the  census  of  1901.  As  the  Registrar  has  no  returns 
of  residents  dying  in  public  institutions  elsewhere,  I  have  only 
entered  those  that  he  actually  knows  of. 

During  the  year  120  births  were  registered,  giving  a  birth-rate  birth-rate. 
of  2i-2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  as  compared  with  132, 
and  a  rate  of  23*5  for  1901. 

The  nett  deaths  registered  at  all  ages  were  64,  giving  a  death-  Death-rate. 
rate  of  11*3  as  compared  with  72,  and  a  rate  of  12-8  for  1901.  The 
total  number  of  births  as  well  as  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  is 
the  smallest  during  the  past  18  years. 

There  were  13  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  the  infantile 
same  number  as  in  1901,  but  giving  a  death-rate  of  108  per  1,000  of  MoUiALITY‘ 
registered  births,  as  compared  with  98  for  1901. 

In  each  locality  the  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  and  the  rates 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  were  as  follows: — Eccleshall, 

52,  death-rate  13*6;  Swynnerton,  10,  rate  12*3;  Standon,  nil; 

Chebsey  and  Cold  Norton,  4,  rate  7*0 
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Zymotic  There  was  only  one  death  under  this  heading,  that  being  a  case 
J'  of  enteric,  giving  a  death-rate  of  -17  per  1,000  compared  with  i-o  for 
1901.  The  following  table  shews  the  comparative  figures  for  the 
past  10  years. 


Table  1.  - 

Years. 

*893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

■> 897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

Deaths  registered 
at  all  ages. 

5 

1 

4 

4 

3 

5 

5 

5 

6 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  population 

•86 

•16 

•66 

•66 

•40 

•81 

•80 

•70 

1*0 

•17 

vaccination.  The  following  table  shews  the  results  of  vaccination  in  the 
district  from  the  middle  of  1901  to  the  middle  of  1902. 


Table  11. 

Two  Districts, 

No.  of  Births 

Successfully 

Vaccinated 

Died 

Unvaccinated 

Postponed 

Insusceptible 
to  Vaccination 

Left  district 

Unvaccinated 

Conscientious 

Objectors 

Still 

Unvaccinated 

Eccleshall  and 
Swynnerton 

122 

1 14 

7 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Notifications.  There  were  only  eleven  notifications  received  under  the  Infectious 
Disease  Notification  Act,  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  31  for 
1901.  Of  these,  seven  were  due  to  scarlet  fever,  three  to  diphtheria, 
one  to  enteric. 

smallpox.  So  far  we  have  had  no  case  of  this  disease  in  the  district.  Now 
that  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Yarnfield  is  reserved  entirely  for 
small-pox  cases,  we  are  well  prepared  for  an)7  cases  that  may  occur. 
The  people  should  be  encouraged  to  protect  themselves  by  re- 
vaccination  at  once,  instead  of  waiting,  as  is  so  often  the  case, 
until  an  outbreak  occurs  near.  Primary  infantile  vaccination  as 
shewn  by  Table  II.,  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  state  as  regards 
numbers,  and  I  believe  efficiency. 

scarlet  The  seven  cases  notified  were  isolated  cases  occurring  at  long 
fever,  intervals.  Five  were  in  Eccleshall  Parish,  and  two  in  Swynnerton. 
Four  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  remaining 
three  treated  at  home. 


diphtheria.  Of  the  three  cases  notified,  two  were  in  Eccleshall  and  one  at 
Hookgate.  No  cause  for  the  outbreak  could  be  discovered  in 
either  case.  In  each  case  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Serum  was  used. 
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The  case  of  enteric  was  at  Gaol  Butts,  Eccleshall,  and  Enteric 
terminated  fatally.  No  sanitary  defects  about  the  house  could  be  1  EVEU' 
discovered  to  account  for  the  disease. 


This  disease  was  very  prevalent  in  the  Parish  of  Standon  in  measles. 
October,  and  necessitated  the  schools  there  being  closed  for  five 
weeks. 

Two  deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  phthisis,  and  giving  Phthisis. 
a  death-rate  of  *35  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


of 


Eleven  deaths  were  registered  uncertified,  giving  a  death-rate 
i#9  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  -89  per  1,000  for  1901. 


Uncertified 

deaths. 


The  water  supply  at  Shallowford  has  been  much  improved,  the  water 
public  well  having  been  enclosed  and  a  good  pump  erected.  At  SuppLT’ 
Yarnfield  Green  the  well,  which  is  on  private  ground,  is  unprotected. 
Throughout  the  district  generally,  the  water  supply,  which,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  is  from  private  wells,  is  sufficient  and  wholesome, 
but  in  many  cases  pumps  are  allowed  to  get  out  of  repair  and 
remain  so  for  a  long  time,  and  in  others  the  water  gets  polluted, 
owing  to  the  well  being  improperly  protected,  and  from  refuse  and 
manure  being  retained  too  near  the  well. 

Dilapidated  cottages  at  Shallowford,  Sturbridge,  and  Wootton  housesNG 
have  been  repaired.  Several  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt 
with.  Speaking  generally,  the  house  accommodation  for  the 
labouring  classes  is  not  satisfactory,  many  of  the  cottages  are  very 
old,  most  of  them  are  too  small  and  often  dilapidated.  Swine  are 
frequently  kept  adjoining  the  dwelling  house,  this  should  certainly 
be  prevented  by  adopting  Bye  Laws.  You  still  have  no  powers  of 
supervision  over  the  erection  of  new  houses. 


No  work  of  any  importance  has  been  carried  out  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  The  refusal  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
after  the  enquiry  by  their  Inspector,  on  July  17th,  to  sanction  the 
suggested  scheme  of  sewerage  by  gravitation  for  Eccleshall  town, 
or  the  proposed  area  to  be  rated,  can  hardly  have  surprised  any. 
The  alternative  scheme  by  pumping,  which  will  cost  from  ^"3,000 
to  ^4,000,  will  fall  heavily  on  the  ratepayers  of  the  town  of 
Eccleshall,  with  a  population  of  only  about  1,450.  The  question  is 
constantly  asked  me  if  a  less  expensive  scheme  than  by  pumping 
cannot  be  devised,  and  if  not,  why  should  not  every  house-owner 
deal  with  his  own  sewage,  by  a  properly  constructed  system  of 
house  drainage  with  cesspool,  as  is  done  by  a  few  now  ?  If  properly 
carried  out  the  latter  might  be  efficient,  if  all  the  work  were 
approved  by  your  Council  beforehand,  and  special  supervision  given 
afterwards.  But  all  this  would  necessitate  an  extra  rate,  which  of 
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course  would  not  be  so  heavy  as  for  a  pumping  scheme.  Would 
individual  house  drainage  meet  with  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  ?  I  am  afraid  no  scheme  of  sewerage,  except 
by  pumping,  could  be  efficient,  from  the  low-lying  situation  of  the 
town.  The  owners  of  property  in  the  town  cannot  escape  a 
considerable  outlay,  whether  a  pumping  scheme  is  adopted  or  not. 
The  Rivers  Pollution  Act  will  not  allow  them  to  pollute  the  river 
now  as  they  have  done  in  the  past.  Individual  house  drainage,  to 
be  efficient  and  to  meet  with  modern  sanitary  requirements,  will  be 
very  expensive.  There  is  now  a  very  strong  opposition  by  the  rate¬ 
payers  outside  the  town,  to  being  rated  for  a  sewerage  scheme,  from 
which  they  say  they  will  derive  no  benefit.  But  if  the  area  of  the 
town  is  considered  too  restricted,  and  a  wider  area  has  to  be  formed, 
then  it  is  fairer  to  rate  the  whole  Union  Parish  than  only  a  portion 
of  it,  and  it  may  become  necessary  later  on  to  drain  other  small 
areas  in  the  parish. 

From  your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report,  six  dwelling  houses 
were  inspected  for  foul  conditions,  structural  defects,  overcrowding, 
&c.,  and  in  five  the  nuisances  were  abated  after  formal  notices. 
Two  common  Lodging  Houses,  56  Dairies,  Milkshops  and 
Cowsheds,  eight  Bake-houses,  and  seven  Slaughter-houses  were 
periodically  inspected,  and  in  one  case  only  formal  notice  was  issued  for 
a  nuisance  in  a  Slaughter-house,  which  was  abated,  all  the  others 
being  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  ‘Eighty  inspections  were  made 
for  defects  in  ashpits,  privies,  and  deposits  of  refuse  and  manure,  in 
51  of  these  cases  formal  notices  had  to  be  issued,  and  in  43  the 
nuisances  were  abated.  For  defective  house  drainage,  27  inspections 
were  made,  water  supplies  two,  pigsties  and  animals  improperly 
kept,  13  ;  in  28  of  these  formal  notices  for  nuisances  had  to  be 
issued,  and  in  22  cases  they  were  abated.  A  total  of  201  inspections 
were  made,  86  formal  notices  were  issued,  and  one  prosecution,  and 
in  71  of  these  the  nuisances  were  abated. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


HOPE  WILKES  GOSSE, 


M.O.H. 


